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ROAD SAFETY?
Road safety is not just about traffic 

rules 

ü Every accident is not fate; most are 

caused by carelessness, speed, and 

ignorance.

ü Roads should connect destinations, 

not end lives and destroy families.

ü True discipline on the road reflects 

respect for life and responsibility to 

society.

ROAD USER 
SAFETY?

Road user safety focuses 

on the safety of the 

people using the road.

1. Drivers

2. Pedestrians

3. Cyclists

4. Passengers

Road safety means saving lives before accidents happen.
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Why Road Safety Worldwide?                                            
(Road Safety Decade & SDGs)
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ÁGlobally, road traffic injuries (RTIs) are the
eighth leading Cause of death

ÁWith 1% of World's Vehicles, India accounts for
11% of Global deaths in Road Accidents :
World Bank report ( 2021)

ÁFrequency of crashes: India records about 53
road accidents every hour, with one death
occurring every four minutes.

New Delhi | Updated: December 2, 2024 08:35 AM IST
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KEY FINDINGS FROM THE WORLD BANK REPORT

Around 4.5 lakh (450,000) road accidents 
occur every year, leading to approximately 
1.5 lakh (150,000) deaths.

Annual 
impact in 

India:

India records about 53 road accidents 
every hour, with one death occurring every 
four minutes.

Frequency of 
crashes:

Over the last 10 years, road crashes have 
killed about 13 lakh (1.3 million) people and 
injured over 50 lakh (5 million).

Decade-long 
toll:

Road accidents are estimated to cost India 
3ï7% of its GDP annually, due to healthcare 
expenses, productivity loss, and 
infrastructure damage.

Economic 
cost:

The burden disproportionately affects poor 
and vulnerable households, often pushing 
families into financial distress due to 
medical costs and loss of income.

Social 
impact:

Why Indiaôs road fatality rate is so 

high?

The report and experts cite 

multiple contributing factors:

1. Speeding and reckless driving

2. Poor road design and 

infrastructure

3. Low compliance with helmet 

and seatbelt laws

4. Overloaded vehicles and weak 

enforcement

5. Slow emergency response 

and trauma care

6. High exposure of vulnerable 

road users (two-wheelers, 

pedestrians, cyclists)
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WHAT EXPERTS RECOMMEND
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WORLD BANK GOES BEYOND ADVICE
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ROAD SAFETY & ACCIDENT OVERVIEW IN INDIA ï2023
(MORTH REPORT)

Total Accidents:

4,80,583

Fatalities:

1,72,890

Injuries:

4,62,825

Fatal Accident 
Victims in 

Productive Age 
(18ï45 years):

66.4%

Key National Figures (2023)
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ROAD SAFETY & ACCIDENT OVERVIEW IN INDIA ï2023
(MORTH REPORT)

Key National Figures (2023)

Road Type Accidents Fatalities
Fatal 

Accidents

National 

Highways

1,50,177 

(31.2%)

63,112 

(36.5%)

57,467 

(35.8%)

State 

Highways

1,05,622 

(22.0%)

39,439 

(22.8%)

36,595 

(22.8%)

Other 

Roads

2,24,744 

(46.8%)

70,339 

(40.7%)

66,447 

(41.4%)

Accidents:

Tamil Nadu tops 
among States.

Fatalities: 

Highest in Uttar 
Pradesh.

Million Plus Cities 
contributed 16.9% 
of accidents and 
10% of fatalities.

Rural Accidents: 
68.5% of deaths 
occurred in rural 

areas.

Leading States & Cities
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ROAD SAFETY & ACCIDENT OVERVIEW IN INDIA ï2023
(MORTH REPORT)

Trends in number of Accidents, Fatalities and Persons Injured: 

2019 to 2023

11



ROAD SAFETY & ACCIDENT OVERVIEW IN INDIA ï2023
(MORTH REPORT)

Inference on the Major Causes of Accidents

HUMAN ERROR

ÅTraffic Rule Violation

ÅDriving Without a Valid License

ÅNon-Use of Safety Devices

ROAD ENVIRONMENT

Åaccidents happening in a 
particular geographical area 
(residential, institutional, 
market/commercial area, etc.)

Åthose related to the type of road 
features including straight, 
curved, steep, etc.,

Åtype of junction 

Åtype of traffic control, 

Åweather condition, etc. 
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HUMAN ERROR _ACCIDENTS -TRAFFIC RULE VIOLATION
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ACCIDENTS ïLICENSE
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ACCIDENTS -HAPPENING IN A PARTICULAR GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
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ACCIDENTS -TYPE OF ROAD FEATURES
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ACCIDENTS -TYPE OF TRAFFIC CONTROL
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ACCIDENTS -TYPE OF WEATHER CONDITIONS
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ACCIDENTS ïAGE OF IMPACTING VEHICLES
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ACCIDENTS ïLOAD CONDITIONS OF VEHICLES 
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ROAD SAFETY & ACCIDENT OVERVIEW IN INDIA ï2023
(MORTH REPORT)

Type of Road Accidents in 2023 

(in percent) 



ACCIDENTS ïNONUSE HELMETS & SEAT BELTS

22



State-wise and Rural Urban-wise distribution of fatal accidents 
during 2023

SPATIAL AND INTER-TEMPORAL DISTRIBUTION OF
ROAD ACCIDENTS 
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TRENDS OF ACCIDENT AND PERSONS KILLED IN RURAL 
AND URBAN AREAS ( IN PERCENTAGE)
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The month-wise distribution of number of Accidents 
and Fatalities during 2023
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Road Accidents by time interval of day during 2023 
(percentage share)
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Mitigation Measures by MoRTH (2023)
e-DAR / iRAD (Electronic Detailed Accident Report / Integrated Road Accident Database)

ü Central repository for reporting, management, claim processing & analysis of road 

accident data

ü Rolled out in 36 States/UTs for live data entry of road accidents.

ü Integrated with national databases like VAHAN, SAARTHI, CCTNS etc.

Cashless Medical Treatment Scheme for Accident Victims

üMoRTH planning to introduce cashless treatment for all injured accident victims across the 

country. 

ü The scheme under the Motor Vehicle Amendment Act, 2019. 

Education & Awareness Measures

üGrants given to NGOs / institutions for road safety advocacy, pilot projects, awareness 

campaigns, safer road users etc. Publicity via social media, print, electronic media to build 

awareness. 

Blackspot Identification & Rectification

ü Identification of accident-prone spots (ñblackspotsò) and taking engineering measures to 

rectify them. 

ü Short-term measure allotment: guidelines delegating powers & funds for rectification of 

accident-prone spots (installation of crash barriers, signage, junction improvements, etc.). 
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Mitigation Measures by MoRTH (2023)

Engineering Measures (Road & Vehicles)

ü Incorporating road safety features at design/planning stage. 

ü Improvement of highways, road widening, better signage, crash barriers, reflectors 

etc. 

Enforcement & Regulatory Measures

üMandating stricter norms, possibly for vehicle safety, licensing, etc. (Part of the larger 

4E strategy). 

üEmergency Care / Post-Accident Response

üEmphasis on "golden hour" care for accident victims. 

üPlans for expanding cashless trauma care to nearest appropriate hospital.

Policy Targets

üTarget to reduce road accidents by 50% by 2030 using the multi-pronged 

strategy 4Es (Engineering, Education, Enforcement, Emergency Care). 

üSetting deadline (May 2025) to rectify identified major blackspots
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EDUCATION & AWARENESS MEASURES
1. National Road Safety Campaigns (Government of

India)

The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH)

conducts nationwide awareness programs using TV,

radio, social media, NGOs, and schools. Activities include

pledges, quizzes, poster competitions, and youth

engagement.

2. National Road Safety Month & Road Safety Week

Observed annually to promote safe driving behavior,

helmet use, seatbelt awareness, speed control, and anti-

drunk driving campaigns through public events and

school programs.

3. Road Safety Education in Schools & Colleges

Government and NGOs integrate road safety education

into school curricula, conduct training sessions, traffic

parks, quizzes, and awareness drives for students.

4. Indian Road Safety Campaign (IRSC) ï Youth

Awareness

A youth-led initiative working with IITs and government

bodies to educate millions of students, promote safe

behavior, conduct training, and build road safety leaders.

5. National Road Safety Policy (India)

Provides a national framework to improve public 

awareness, strengthen training for drivers, improve 

enforcement, and promote safer road behavior.

6. Public Awareness Through NGOs & CSR 

Programs

Organizations like CEE, United Way Mumbai, BMW 

India Foundation, and IRF India run:

1. Road safety workshops

2. Community awareness drives

3. Driver training

4. Emergency response education

7. Training & Certification for Drivers

Government supports:

1.Model Driving Training Institutes

2.Road Safety Auditor Courses

3.First responder training

4.Traffic rule education
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Category Indexes & India Rank / Value

Population & 

Demographics
Population ð 1

Economy & Finance

Nominal GDP ð 5         GDP (PPP) ð 3     

Foreign Exchange Reserves ð 4                                                                 

Gold Reserves ð 8                                                                                  

Ease of Doing Business ð 63                                                                       

Global Competitiveness Index ð 45

Military & Power

Military Power (Global Firepower) ð 4                                                                         

Overall Global Power (US News) ð12             

Defense Budget ð 3 

Education & Innovation

Global Innovation Index ð 39                                                             

Education Index ð 120                                                                           

QS Higher Education Strength ð 26                                                         

AI Readiness Index ð 40

Ḙ Governance & 

Freedom

Corruption Perception Index ð 93

Press Freedom Index ð 161                                    

Democracy Index ð 41                                                          

Rule of Law Index ð 79

Technology & Digital

Global Cybersecurity Index ð 10                                                  

E-Government Index ð 105                                           

Digital Payments Adoption ð 1                                          

Startup Ecosystem ð 3

Science & Space

Space Power Rank ð 6                                                                     

Satellite Launch Capability ð Top 6                               

Research Output ð 4

Trade & Global 

Influence

Merchandise Exports ð 20                                   

Merchandise Imports ð 9                                                                                    

Tourism Arrivals ð 22                                                          

Passport Power Index ð 82
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Category Indexes & India Rank / Value

Human 

Development 

& Society

Human Development Index (HDI) ð 130                                                                  

World Happiness Index ð 118                                                                               

Global Hunger Index ð 111                                                                                          

Life Expectancy Rank ð 140                                                                                             

Gender Inequality Index ð 120                                                                                   

Social Progress Index ð 110

Environment & 

Sustainability

Climate Change Performance Index ð7                                   

Environmental Performance Index ð 176

Renewable Energy Capacity ð 4                                                          

Carbon Emissions (Total) ð 3                                                        

Carbon Emissions (Per Capita) ð 140

Health & 

Well-Being

Healthcare Index ð 145

Global Health Security Index ð 66                       

Infant Mortality Rate Rank ð 145

Road Safety
Road Accident Deaths ð 1 (Highest 

globally)

34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43

Rs.9809.66 cr

Rs.5020 Cr

Rs.370 Cr

IS ROAD SAFETY 

FUND IN BUDGET?
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