
 

 

 

General Body Meeting 
held on Thursday, 2nd April, 2015,  

at India International Centre, New Delhi  
--0-- 

Minutes of the Meeting 
 

The list of Members and Invitees who attended the General Body meeting is enclosed as 

Annexure-I. 

2. In the absence of Shri. N.K. Sinha, Chairman, IRF IC, who had to suddenly leave 

station on urgent official work, Shri. G. Sharan, Vice Chairman, IRF IC, chaired the 

meeting of the General Body.  

3. The Officiating Chairman welcomed all the members present at the meetings. In 

his introductory remarks, he mentioned that IRF IC had taken up an impressive array of 

activities during the last financial year. Several Seminars, one Regional Conference with 

Australian participation resulting in an MoU between IRF and AusTrade, Bicycle 

Conspicuity Drive focusing on the most vulnerable segment of road users namely 

cyclists, and most recently a Car Rally, which attempted to draw attention to Road safety 

issues were highlighted by him.  

4. He then took up the Agenda items of the meeting through Powerpoint 

presentation. A copy of the presentation is enclosed as Annexure-II. 

5. Shri. T.K. Amla, Secretary, IRF IC, made a presentation on IRF IC activities and 

the results achieved. 

6. The following suggestions were made by members:- 

(a) There is a need to increase the membership of IRF IC.  

(b) All Members to persuade their Consultants and Concessionaires to apply for 

IRF IC membership and strengthen the organization efforts aimed at achieving 

the objectives of UN Decade of Action Plan for Road Safety. 

(c) The planned RSA courses shall be taken up on priority.  

(d) Chairman, IRF GPC, mentioned that there were a large number of initiatives, 

which IRF IC had taken up during the year and which included the need for 

accentuating training, particularly that of truck drivers in trauma care. IRF IC, 

plans to initiate a Trainers’ Training Programme in all States to sensitize 



 

 

drivers and the Health Ministry has also been addressed in this regard. A 

Committee has been formed to suggest measures for implementation on 

ground. Actionable points have been identified but need to be broken up into 

suitable packages for ground level delivery. The training would be carried out 

with support of all stakeholders including Concessionaires. CRRI and IITs 

would also be involved in the training of trainers. 

(e) There is need to make E-rickshaws safer. Cyclists are already being covered 

under the Bicycle Conspicuity Drive and other measures for conspicuity.  

(f) Resident Welfare Associations must try to access funds of not just MPs, but 

MLAs and MLCs by approaching them and taking up the issue. 

7. Chairman, IRF GPC, then elaborated on various initiatives being planned by IRF 

IC. Most immediately, jointly with MoRT&H, the IRF IC is organizing a meeting of 

Secretaries of Transport and Public Works Department on 10th April 2015. He informed 

the members about the Road Safety Matrix, which has been developed and circulated to 

all the States by the Secretary, MoRT&H. The Hon’ble Union Minister, MoRT&H has 

addressed to all State Chief Ministers to focus on road safety issues through Road 

Safety education, right from the school level. The meeting of 10th April 2015 will take 

stock of the progress of road safety in various states. 

8. Chairman, IRF GPC also informed the members about the intensive work 

undertaken with regard to the Motor Vehicles Act. Unlike the existing Act, which has so 

far been futuristic, the proposed amendments will now also apply status quo ante. He 

gave the instance of seat belts having become compulsory, but are presently only 

applicable to those cars manufactured after the date of the amendments coming into 

effect. However, this needs to be made applicable under law to all vehicles on the road, 

irrespective of their date of manufacture viz a viz the seat belt mandatory law. The future 

amendments would ensure that whatever can be retrofitted would be done.  

9. Chairman, IRF GPC also said that as a result of his research, it was found that 
100% tax exemption is already available for Road safety initiatives since 1998. 
Clarifications had been sought from the Finance Ministry by Secreary (RT&H), to see 
whether this applicability still exists (since then, the Revenue Secretary, Mr. Shaktikanta 
Das has confirmed that the road safety related activities are now eligible for 100% tax 
exemption under Section 35AC of the Income Tax Act 1961 and elaborated it further as 
under : 

‘’A Scheme/Project carrying out a programme that ‘’promotes road safety, prevention of 
accidents and traffic awareness’’ is covered under Rule 11K(m) prescribed under Section 



 

 

35AC of the Income Tax Act 1961.  Road Safety related activities are now eligible for 
100% tax exemption.  The project, will, however, need to be notified as an eligible project 
in terms of Section 35AC (ibid) for which an application has to be made to Secretary, 
National Committee for Promotion of Social and Economic Welfare’’). 

9.  A campaign along the lines of Swachh Bharat, must be unleashed to take Road 

safety activities to the next level and to sensitize States to fund road safety initiatives.  

Chairman, IRF GPC, mentioned that all petrol pumps by the end of the year are expected 

to put up road safety slogans. He gave the assurance that the Road safety campaign will 

go along the lines of Swachh Bharat Campaign. 

10. The Accounts of the year 2014-15 and Budget Estimate for the year 2015-16 were 

presented before the General Body. Col. A.K. Bhasin proposed their acceptance which 

was seconded by Mr. M.U. Shah.  These were duly approved by the General Body. 

11. Concluding the meeting, Officiating Chairman complimented IRF IC and the 

members for taking the organization to greater heights and expressed the confidence 

that with everyone putting in efforts, the organization would reach commanding heights. 

He thanked all the members and invitees for their participation.  

12. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair. 
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